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WMAKEOVER TAKEOVER

For a pair of mother-daughter teams, redoing each other’s bedrooms
means big surprises (and good television)

Home & Gardens

Jessica Ardito, left, prepares 1o have her
room redecorated by her longtime friend.
Below is the finished product.

By Carol Polsky

STAFF WHITER

TELEVISION crew, lights
glaring, cameras rolling, wait-
ed inside Jessica Ardito's Hun-

tington bedroom. Jessica and

her mother, Mary, waited out-
side. The room would look nothing like
it did when last they saw it.

“I'm so scared,” Jessica murmured.
“l wonder if you can hear my heart
through the mike.”

Alex McLeod, host of “T'rading Spac-

," a cable show where neighbors
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trade rooms and redecorate them in
two frenetic days with a designer and
$1,000, barred the door a moment long-
er.

“Try not to say ‘Oh my God,' or
‘awesome,’ but be yourselves,” she said
before leading them through the door-
way, “but if that's what comes to mind,
Lh_ea ia be it.”

open your eyes.”

“OH MY ICI}IED“.;!" g.uspec[l)grgi:u.‘g?.
gaping at what designer glas Wil-
son and her neighbors, Loraine Edel-
man and daughter Alison, 23, had
wrought. “OH MY GOD!"

It may be going too far to call this a
religious experience, but there are defi-
nitely elements of transfiguration —
and a leap of faith. You think: Who
would hand over control of a room to
some neighbors and a desig and
sign a waiver letting them do anything
they want to it? Who has that kind of
h]ji.:l Ll'l;_!t? le. “Trading S, ha

ts of people. ing Spaces” has
been in production since August; the
episode filmed April 27 and 28 in Hun-
tington was show number 36, with
number 37 set for Lynbrook two days
later. Shown Sundays on TLC at noon,

Alison Edelman goes from Iittle-girl
Irills to sophisticated sleekness
in TLC’s “Trading Spaces.”

day Photo / J. Michavel Dombroski

Newsdny Phito / Dandel Goodrich

with repeats at 4 p.m. daily, the show
(based on a British version called
“Changing Rooms") has been signed
up for daily segments starting next sea-
son.

It’s easy to see why. There's the reali-
ty-programming thrill of seeing people
jump off cliffs, literally or metaphori-
cally: the fun is in seeing how they'll
land. It's not always pretty.

“I don't like it when homeowners lie
and say they like it when they don't,”
said McLeod, whose big blue eyes turn

See SWAP on B17
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once they read thnt they'd
get back to us.”
They did — the next
When the mothers
clined to have their own bed-
rooms redecorated, the girls
{::ped in. Jessica hated
bedroom's “prison-gray
wall paint” and the “gray
Formica furniture. ...
very late-'80s, to go with the
hig hair.” She wanted Zau.
an

counter her insomnia aud

the stress of her job.
h.holmm. a me;)od

who enjoys a party,

still had her taupe and

Pode it Hbape, of seufd

animals on tiny chairs. She
was ready for *romantic Vic-

torian,” walls;
mlm dram from the

But it was out of their
hands now, as the television

are seven who make regular
appearances on the show

otos of the rooms
mm tion about the
homeowners' desires two

weeks ahead of time, then
come prepared with fabrics

owz; they've collected

ware, are bought locally. Ex-
isting furniture is repaint-
ed. While they take into ac-
count the wishes _oILthe

s and neigl )
the designers are clearly in

Dem'.gner Vern Yip, an ar
ern Yip, -
chitect and show regular
with a patter that flows like
int (*Let's roll the t,
am 50 excited to see what

- the floors look like — Wow,
this floor looks so good. We
totally lucked out!”) got the

e

Loraine, left, and Alison Edelman,
of “Trading Spaces,” Alex McLeod

Newsday Photo / Duniel Goodrich

right, with the host

TRADING
SPACES

assignment to transform Ali- Lori S , the executive
son’s bedroom with thahelp producer, beamed. This was
of the Ardito mother-daugh- good television, especially
ter team. when Alison started sawing

“She was expecting lace
and bunnies,” Jessica said
of her friend on day one.
Her clothes were protected
with an oversized green
“Trading Spaces” shirt, her
paintbrush  dripped  the
bright lilac paint Yip had
chosen for wa.l[s “It's
not what she expected, but I
think she’ll love it.”

Yip prefers minimalist de-
sign and strong structural
lines, but said he chose a flo-
ral beds) , for the first
and probably only time, to
cushion Alison's shock.

Jessica and her mother
worked till midnight pluck-
ing staples from the uncov-
ered wood floor and search-
ing for a verse to paint on
the wall from a of love
poems (Jessica's idea) that
turned out to be Bible pas-
sages. chose “For
where your treasure is,
them will be your heart

" Mary stayed up till
1:30 a.m. lettering.

Meanwhile, Alison and
her mom, Loraine, spent
their two days of filming
trading jibes with Manhat-
tan designer Douglas Wil-
son, who ribbed the duo for
not working hard enough.
(“What do you want me to
do, Doug?” Alison asked.

“Stand there and look
good; you've mastered
that”) _

away at a piece of wood in
her hand, or waved her
painted fingernails at the
chmera, ing future mar-
ital prospects, “1 don't do car-

“I don't mind telling you,
we'crle re;:ly tired,” Lnrame
said on ytwn.a.ft.e:gumg
to bed at midnight and
being awakened repeatedly
by her friend’s cuckoo clock
(the duos switched houses
for the project.) “We're not
used to hard work. ... but
it's fun.”

The partici ghng home-
owners are o
by how mueh hard work

is and how long the
hours are, McLeod said. But
they don't have to make

design decisions.

“Ideally, I want to
them a space they can
in that suits their
ty,” Wilson said. utthhls
a design show and I want to
push them into things they
wouldn't have thought of on
their own. 1 want to show
them they can take a risk
even if we have to take it for
them.”

(Sometimes these imagi-
native flights don't pan out:
no fun for anyone, but good
television. Me especial-
Iy liked the episode where a
husband walked into his
newly redone living room

and shouted, “I hate it —It -

w::irtlwﬂmsintnagﬂva

ni

He h thrift-shop Ma-
jan' baskets from the

the excess rope from
the lamps as tie pulls for the
repainted bureau. He chose
khaki color for the

Att.h%Edelml:&nhuuaa.d&
signer Yip stared intently at
a small monitor to see Ali-
son and Loraine enter the
bedroom. “This is the big

M'hanmd.Bur.tbanhn
wunt sure they liked it

When Alison o her
eyes in her room, she
Was very m::;ﬁy less.
It was a miration.
And fear.
“It looks like a ine,”
she murmured, looki at

the lilac walls, the huge cir-
cle of candle sconces form-
ing a wall u:lo:k withTt:;l;

e arms,
e o

covi
hind her bed,

around oval mirrors on ei-
ther mde There were purple
uster bodnrle
a chandelier with
lnmpnh.ndes “It's

said later. “She said, ‘Ma, I
m‘t sleep under those

“I'm afraid theyll jump
out,” Alison said.

Otherwise? “1
Those mirrors and d.rnpea;
it' n like Snow White.” i

She tenderly touched

stuffed bunny ﬂnﬁ on the
Yin had given in o M.

ip had given in a.ryu
mfm:me that they leave at
least one little stuffed ani-
mal in the new “sophisticat-
ed, chic® bedroom

T wasn't gai.ns to leave
that child without any ani-
mals,” Mary said.

(The show featuring the
Arditos and the Edelmans
will air June 8 on the TLC

‘network.) =
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